
He shows me one of his latest pieces called “Possibilities,” 
which I could only describe as psychedelic flames reaching 
for a colourful bolt of lightning, set against a white curved 
canvas. If you look close enough, you might see the profile 
of a face in the milieu.

It’s a Thursday night and I’m in Callen Schaub’s Toronto 
studio.  The 23-year-old Etobicoke native walks me through 
some of his paintings. Schaub uses a unique way to create his 
works of art. Traditional methods of the old paint brush and 
palette just don’t cut it anymore. It might be said that some 
of his paintings border on sculpture, as they incorporate 3D 
curves. He feels that this allows the piece to intrude on the 
audience’s space so they might engage with it on a different 
level. Needless to say, these pieces must be experienced 
face-to-face, as seeing a mere picture of it won’t stir the 
same emotional reaction.

After attending the Etobicoke School of the Arts, Schaub 
went on to graduate from the Ontario College of Art and 
Design.  One might say he’s a bit of an artistic maverick, as 
he once crashed Nuit Blanche by setting up his own exhibit, 
despite receiving no formal invitation. He took that same 
attitude with him into college. 

“Ok I’m in art school and I’m supposed to be creative and 
pushing the boundaries but all these people are doing the 
same thing, so I’m going to change that,” Schaub recalls. 
He describes how he went down to the sculpture studios, 
grabbed a lazy Susan used for making sculptures, placed his 
canvas on it, gave it a spin, and threw down some paint.

This is how he broke into the spin technique, one of his 
unique methods used to make interesting effects. The 
spinning motion of the canvas creates a centrifugal force 
that pulls the paint across the surface in an unpredictable 
yet beautiful display of physics.  Another method Schaub 
implements, used in his piece called “Orbit,” involves him 
hanging a paint can over the canvas. As the can swings back 
and forth like a pendulum, paint seeps from the bottom 
creating a trippy Spirograph effect. “Movement has always 
been a big thing,” he says, explaining how movement is a 
constant theme in his works.

Schaub doesn’t consider himself much of a story teller through 
his art but rather says each piece represents a particular 
moment in time and space. “It’s almost like a recording of an 
event that occurred. It’s more about the performance. Maybe 
the content is the process.” Now he’s focusing on what people 
are saying to him while he’s creating a piece, making the 
process more interactive. “The outcome is not just my own, it’s 
a shared experience,” he explains.

In 2013 Schaub co-founded the Toronto-based Project 
Gallery, which aims to promote emerging and established 
artists throughout the community and abroad. He was 
inspired to conceive of Project Gallery after being involved 
with several small exhibitions in school and seeing the 
potential in not just his own work but the work of his fellow 
students. “Originally, launching it was a big risk,” he says. 
“There were a lot of unknowns to explore.” He jokes how 
initially he felt like a fish out of water, being an artsy guy 
going into the scary world of business. 

Being an emerging artist certainly doesn’t grant you an early 
retirement, and Schaub is very upfront about this. “[Art] 
definitely doesn’t support itself,” he explains, taking into 
account all the costs of daily life including renting a studio 
and gallery. “I might sell a piece for two grand and people 
would think that’s a lot of money. But after you pay your rent 
and buy a couple tubes of paint, that’s gone!” For Schaub, 
the size of a piece and where the artist is in his or her career 
are among the things that determine its value and price. 
Regardless, he emphasises how art isn’t something they do 
for the money, they do it for their passion for the creative 
process and the result. 

Project Gallery has hosted over 30 exhibitions thus far and 
usually has one on a weekly basis. Schaub usually participates 
in these group shows with his friends and OCAD alumni. “It’s 
more about other people so I try to think of ideas that are 
more interesting and engaging for them rather than just 
try to promote my own ideas,” Schaub explains. “It’s like 
throwing any other party.” 

That may be true, but Cal is certainly the life-blood to keep 
the party going.  Ca
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